fungi and was literally glowing in the dark
as it went on its prowl.

Then there was the case of the ‘alien’
mndmn;themofsupleym'fort
uncovered the unlike-

CHASING UFOs: PC Roger
Cornwall, found themselves in a car

(left) and PC
chase with

?;
_a

an unidentified star-shaped glowing

object in the early hours of an October morning in 1967. They chased it for 30 miles
before it disappeared at Okehampton. Other people reported similar sightings — most of
them were later explained as misperceptions of the planet Venus

astronomer at the research centre told
me: ‘l am sure this one will be explained,
but we don’t have time to convince him."
Indeed it was an [FO — in this instance, a
very bright and spectacular meteor (a
chunk of rock that burnt up miles above
the earth, as it plunged from space into
our atmosphere and was consumed in
flames).

Scant evidence

Of course, I'm not being dismissive of
everything. Amid the mistakes and illu-
sions, real UFOs are seen. The case of
the West Yorkshire bobby falls into that
category, in the sense that we were never
able to ascertain what it was he saw,
Equally obvious to us was the fact that he
had seen something most unusual.

But need these things be spacecraft?
While no self-respecting UFO rescarcher
would be daft enough to rule this out, I'm
afraid that most careful investigators
consider it to be an idea supported by
rather scant evidence. There are other,
much more down-to-carth but no less

holding it in the palm of his hand.

Fact or Hoax?

Swiss Labourer, Eduard Meier, claims to have taken photos, film, and sound
recordings of "beamships’ and to have spoken to the crews of these UFOs. For
two years, author Gary Kinder worked with Meier, and in Light Years published
this month, he presents the evidence for Meier's claims, together with

of what Meier claims to be “beamships’. Scientists and engincers
who have examined the photos and sound recordings do not think they have
been faked. The man who created the special effects for the film 200/ said that
Meier’s photos could possibly have been faked, if he had about 15 experienced
technicians, and a studio with some $50,000 worth of equipment.

Meier has also been able to produce samples of the metal used for building the
‘beamships’. Some of those samples have been analysed at an independent
laboratory, without scientists being able to identify the materials. There is also
evidence that he has the ability to melt metal by touch. A number of his friends
have seon him hold a spoon which disolved into liquid, and melt a coin by

Light Years, Gary Kinder, Viking Books £10.95
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call “‘UAP". This stands for Unidentified
Atmospheric Phenomena — a term we
prefer to UFO because it presumes less.
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seriously  burned when a blue tennis

cooker and melted -her oven gloves. So
some UFO cases should be taken serious-
ly, however loepucal the investigating
officer might be.

But my favourite ball lightning case
(reported as a UFO of course) came from
two women on a verandah swatting flies
with one of those wire mesh swatters. A
glowing ball appeared and the woman
with the swatter automatically whacked it
without thinking. As soon as the metal
touched the ball it exploded in a brilliant
flash of light (fortunately without causing
any ill effects — except to the rather
badly damaged fly swatter!).

If you would like to pass on any
witnesses to us then please do, by all
means. We will do our best to investigate .
their sighting. Please phone or write (o
my address and I will pass on details 0
the nearest trained investigator in the
nationwide network: BUFORA, 37
Heathbank Road, Stockport, Cheshire

SK30UP. Tel: 061-480 1492. £



