
little peen men. But statistics~ quite 
conclusively that nine out of 10 reported 
UFO sightinp &urn out in the end <to be 
lFOs (that is, IdentifluJ fl)ing Objt(ts). 

Although it can ometimes take real 
dGlcctive kill to rt out the lFOs from 
the UFO , there are occasion when tho 
job is easy. Most of the CorniSh UFOs 
mentioned earlier, for instance, turned 
out to bo mispcrceptlom or the planet 
Ven • f,-ery so often, this is cltc:ep­
lion&lly bright in tbe nights y. f'Or those 
untrained in astronomy,aDd if the atmos­
phere is particularly clear, there il a 
tendency to see Jt as a much tra.agcr 
thing. 

Thi ls the ldnd of mistake everyone 
kc.s. 1 ba\'t even h d hi~ly qualified 

'entl do h. lAdced, one of tbe most 
rrc cases of mistaken identit) came 

rom an eminently qwillfied en,gineer, 
who reported toJodrell Bank at be 
chased in IUs car by a UFO that ne a 
beam into lap. It toO some lime to 
penuade hil'll (and me, I mi&bt add) th t 
\\'hat ho dc.scn"bed was unqu tionably 
the full moon. But it wasl 

For every mundane solution, though, 
there are just as many amning on • 
Onu we pent some time artet a UFO in 
the Midland , witnessed ·by fiShermen 
Crcq9CDtin& a wooded bank. 1! wmed out 
to be an owl that hade ten some in~ ted 
fungi and \\"aS literally &Jo · in the dar 
ash ent on i prowl. 

Then there the case or the 'alien' 
wandering the tree or Shipley iD York· 

' :shire. Inv tlgatioJ' uncovered the unli o­
ly.(yet true) talc that this a trained 
dog that wal d on it hind lets. h d 

a ipscd thlOUgb a puddle, and now 
.,vided the Ultimate in do 

orics. 
Dut my lavowitc came from Jodrell 

Ban • , A very nice elderly entle· 
man bad 5CCft a light an tbe ·y. The 

CHASING UFOs: PC Ro er Willey (left) and PC Clifford Waycott, Devon and 
Comwal/, found themsdi!CS fn 0 Ctlr c/uue WiUr an unidentified SliZI.Shapet/ gfoK'ittg 
objeCJ in the early hou;s of an Octobtr morning;,. 1967. T11ty chased it for 30 miles 
btfore it disap~ed at Okthtimpwn. Othtr III!Ople rtporuds milar sflhtings-nwst of 
them were lattr uplaintd as mlsptrctp®ns of the plantl Vtnus 

tronomer at tho researcb centre told 
me: •r am sure this onr "'ill be p(ained, 
but doo't have time to convince him.' 
I ndced h was an 1 FO :-in th iMtance, a 
very bri t and _aacutar meteor (a 
cbun or roc that burnt up miles above 
the earth. as it pltm ed from pace into 
our atm phcre and · consumed in 
Ram ) . 

Scant evidence 

exciting possibiliti • 
Geol • have follftd duu certain 

types or rock, When put UDder pressure, 
can squec.tt out ignaJ. into the r that 
induce a kind of &ctrical Charge and 
ignite the . They have even pro­
duced these 'eatthlights', as they call 
them, in their laboratories in Croat of~ t 
c:tion cameras. The condition in the 

Pennines ( in many parts of the \\'Orld 
where UFOs re common) are precisely 
correct for ch phenomena 10 happen. 

Of c:ourse, m•m not ~ina dtSmissive of Eanhlights are one variety of w'hat we 
everythina. Amid the mista es and illu· call 'UAP'. This stands for Unideotificd 
·ons, mzl UFOs e en. 'The case ol Atm heric Phenomeoa - a term 

the West Yor hire bb y Calls into that prefer tO UFO because it preswn I 
cat ry, in the sense that ,.,-e ~te never Another is a WID tim! or energy 
ble to asceru.in hat it he w. called "ball lightning• which, its name· 

Equally obvious to us w the (act that be ~ ests, comes in rounded shapes and 
had seen somethin& mu t unu ual. no t asound before ilently e'plocfin!. It 

But need these lhlngs be pacecraft? does not only occur durins thunde torms 
\\'bile no self·respect.in UFO researcher and · bas even turntd up inside houses! 
,.,-ouJd be daft enough to rule this C>?t, T'm • One \\'Oman in Smclhwicl: quite 
afraid that m careful in ll tors riously burned hen a blue tennis 
,corlSid<er it to be an idea supported by • ball.mod obj~ materialised over hci' 
rnther t C\idcncc. 1'hen are other, cooker and melted .her oven po • So 
much more down·to-earth but no UFO uld be IJl en serious-

ly, ~CVC:r ~cal tho in\ es • ti 

Fact or Hoax? 
officer might be. • 

But my favourite II lightnJna case 
(reported a UFO or course) came from 
tWO 'Omen On I \'Crandah SWatting fUcs 
with one of thoso \\ire mesh uers. A 

Swi l..abourer , Eduard Meier, cJaum to have taken phot , mm, and sound 
reClOrdin 'or 'beamships' and to have ken to the ere of these UFO • l~r 
two year , author Ga.ry Kinder worked th Meier, nd in l.llht Years published 
this month, he presents the evidence {or {eier's claims, to ther \\itb 
p t Phs of whnt Meier daims to be "beamships'. Scientist nd e 'nc:ers 
who have e.\ttmined tbe photos and sound recordi do not thin they have 
been f cd. The ntl1J1 who cr ted the pedal crrecu ror the r11m 2001 d that 

feier's pbot could possibly have been ra ed, if be had about lS c.\perieneed 
technicians, and a todio v.itb some SSO, v.-orth oC equipment. 

Meier h also been able to ~uce mples of the metal used for bu Jdi113 the 
"beamship5'. Some or those mpl have been analysed at an independent 
l boratory, without scientists beins able co ilkntify the materi l . There is also 
evidence that he has the ability to melt metal by touth. A number or hi Cricnd 
have seen him hold a spoon which disolvcd into liquid, rnJ melt a coin by 
holding it in the palm of h - hand. 

Ught Yeon. Gary KCndtr, Viklng Books £10.9S 
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lo>Ain ball appeued and the :oawa 
with the'"' tter automatically Wluid:cd it 
without tbinki • At. sooa the met 1 
touched the II it eJ~ploded io a brilliant 
nash of light (fortun tely ' tbouu:ausin 
any ill effectS - except to the rather • 
badly damaged ny nerO. 

If you 'A'Ould like 10 on any 
witnesses to us then pi do, by II 
means. We II do our best to in¥ ti Me • 
thelr ightin • Please ~ or v.ratc to 
my ddr and I will pass on deuul t t ) 

the near t trained investigator 1n the 
nationwide network: BUI·ORA. 37 
Heatbban · R d, Stoc port, ClleShirc 

K30UP. 'ld: 061-4 1492. 0 
aw 


